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To the Point  
HNELHD Immunisation Newsletter 

August 2020 

Contact your PHU for          
Immunisation enquiries 

Phone: 1300 066 055 

Fax: 4924 6490 

Email: HNELHD-PHImmunisation 

@health.nsw.gov.au  

Attachments 
 

 GP fax re. vaccine storage 

 Residential Aged Care Facilities - 
changes to the pneumococcal 
vaccination recommendations 

 Recommended sites for 
childhood vaccinations in NSW  

 NSW Childhood Immunisation 
Schedule with vaccine images 

 NSW immunisation schedule for 
all ages 

 WARNING: Soliris 
(ECULIZUMAB) - increases the 
risk of meningococcal infections  

 Enhancing data quality of 
vaccination encounters 
recorded in practice software 
and on AIR – tips and tricks 

 Avoiding shoulder injury related 
to vaccine administration 
(SIRVA) 

 NSW Health GP fax reminding immunisation providers of important 

vaccine storage recommendations (attached) 

1. Vaccines are sensitive to light 

2. All vaccines must be stored in their original cardboard packaging to protect 
them from light and temperature fluctuations 

3. Light affected vaccines must be immediately isolated and reported to the 
local PHU for advice 

Contents: 
 Vaccine storage 

 Aged Care - changes to 
pneumococcal vaccine 
recommendations 

 Safety advice regarding 
Zostavax vaccine 

 Catch-up calculator 

 Men B brochure 

 FAQs 

 New injection site poster 

 New schedule with lines 
between  encounters 

 Enhancing data quality of 
vaccination encounters 
recorded in practice software 
and on AIR – tips and tricks 

 Shoulder injury related to 
vaccine administration (SIRVA)  

Residential Aged Care Facilities - changes to the pneumococcal 
vaccination recommendations.  See attachment. 

1. There are changes to the timing and type of pneumococcal vaccine 
(Prevenar 13 & Pneumovax 23) for some at risk groups including older people. 

2. The dose of Pneumovax 23 previously provided at 65 years of age has 
been stopped.  It has been replaced with a single dose of Prevenar 13 at 70 
years of age. 

3. The number of doses of Pneumovax 23 that people receive in a lifetime is 
now two. 

The Therapeutic Goods Administration (TGA) has  issued a safety advisory regarding 
Zostavax vaccine - DO NOT USE in people with compromised immune function 
 

The TGA has previously advised that Zostavax should not be used in people with compromised 
immune function, as it is associated with a risk of mild to serious complications (including death) 
from infection with the vaccine virus.  Consumers and health professionals are advised that the 
TGA has received a report of a new case involving this adverse event in a patient on low doses 
of immunosuppressive medicine. 
 

The patient, who at the time of vaccination was taking hydroxychloroquine and a low dose of 
prednisolone to treat arthritis, died 3 weeks after receiving Zostavax.  The TGA investigation 
found that Zostavax was used in line with existing recommendations. However, it is important 
for health professionals to be mindful of the potential for this very rare adverse event.  
Further information can be found at https://www.tga.gov.au/alert/zostavax-vaccine-0 

NATIONAL IMMUNISATION CATCH-UP CALCULATOR 

NOW AVAILABLE 
The Australian Government Department of Health have released the first version of 
the National Immunisation Catch-up Calculator (NICC) - it is accessible on the Aus-
tralian Immunisation Handbook website.  

https://immunisationhandbook.health.gov.au/catch-up-calculator/calculator  

New brochure for Aboriginal and Torres Strait islander Infants, 
available to order or download here: 

https://www.health.gov.au/resources/publications/vaccinate-to-protect
-your-baby-against-meningococcal-b-brochure-for-aboriginal-and-torres
-strait-islander-people 

https://www.tga.gov.au/alert/zostavax-vaccine-0
https://immunisationhandbook.health.gov.au/catch-up-calculator/calculator
https://www.health.gov.au/resources/publications/vaccinate-to-protect-your-baby-against-meningococcal-b-brochure-for-aboriginal-and-torres-strait-islander-people
https://www.health.gov.au/resources/publications/vaccinate-to-protect-your-baby-against-meningococcal-b-brochure-for-aboriginal-and-torres-strait-islander-people
https://www.health.gov.au/resources/publications/vaccinate-to-protect-your-baby-against-meningococcal-b-brochure-for-aboriginal-and-torres-strait-islander-people
https://www.health.gov.au/resources/publications/vaccinate-to-protect-your-baby-against-meningococcal-b-brochure-for-aboriginal-and-torres-strait-islander-people
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Frequently asked questions we received this month 

Q.   Do I give a Prevenar 13 to a patient ≥ 70 yrs if they have already received 1 or more doses of 

Pneumovax 23? 

A.   Yes, for the next 5 years most of your 70 yr old patients will already have received Pneumovax 

23.  They require a single dose of Prevenar 13, optimally 12 mths after the dose of Pneumovax 23. 

Q.  When can I give a catch-up Prevenar 13 to someone older than 70 years. 

A.   Those already 70 years of age or older on 1 July 2020 are eligible for a single funded dose of 

Prevenar 13 which can be given opportunistically at a suitable clinical encounter. This vaccine is not 

needed every year. It is a one-off dose.  If someone has received a Pneumovax 23 in the last 12 months 

allow 12 months before Prevenar 13.  

 For Aboriginal people ≥50 years without additional risk factors  

Now recommended to receive:  

 A dose of Prevenar 13 ≥50 years  

 2-12 months later: a dose of Pneumovax 23  

 At least 5 years later: another dose of Pneumovax 23.  

 Give an additional dose of Pneumovax 23: 12 months after Prevenar 13 or 5 years after the previous 

dose of Pneumovax 23 – whichever is later.  

Q.  Can meningococcal B (Bexsero®) vaccine be co-administered with other National Immunisation 

Program (NIP) vaccines, including in the same limb? 

A.  Yes, meningococcal B (Bexsero®) vaccine can be safely administered with other NIP vaccines. 

As both Bexsero® and Prevenar 13® vaccines cause a higher frequency of injection site reactions it is 

better to avoid giving these two vaccines in the same limb. Providers need to ensure a 2.5 cm distance 

between any co-administered vaccines in the same limb. At age 12 months, the upper limb is preferred 

over the lower limb for administration of Bexsero® or Prevenar 13®. The site option for multiple vaccine 

administration at 12 months will depend on the child’s deltoid muscle mass, the number of vaccines 

required, the specific vaccines being administered and the experience of the provider administering the 

vaccines. 

Q.  Where do I inject the childhood 

vaccines. 

A.  There is a new injection site poster 

available here:  https://static1.squarespace.com/

static/5b04e035f93fd49e35a6ba32/

t/5f151f95e2fd42124a01a019/1595219865185/

ImmunisationPosterA3_14+JULY.pdf 

What vaccines are administered - https://

www.health.nsw.gov.au/immunisation/

Publications/a3-childhood-schedule.pdf 

WARNING:  ECULIZUMAB (SOLIRIS)  - increases the risk of meningococcal infections - ensure patients 

are assessed for appropriate vaccination prior to use if possible.  (see detailed attachment regarding use 

of antibiotics and monitoring for early signs of meningococcal infections. 

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5b04e035f93fd49e35a6ba32/t/5f151f95e2fd42124a01a019/1595219865185/ImmunisationPosterA3_14+JULY.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5b04e035f93fd49e35a6ba32/t/5f151f95e2fd42124a01a019/1595219865185/ImmunisationPosterA3_14+JULY.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5b04e035f93fd49e35a6ba32/t/5f151f95e2fd42124a01a019/1595219865185/ImmunisationPosterA3_14+JULY.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5b04e035f93fd49e35a6ba32/t/5f151f95e2fd42124a01a019/1595219865185/ImmunisationPosterA3_14+JULY.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5b04e035f93fd49e35a6ba32/t/5f151f95e2fd42124a01a019/1595219865185/ImmunisationPosterA3_14+JULY.pdf
https://www.health.nsw.gov.au/immunisation/Publications/a3-childhood-schedule.pdf
https://www.health.nsw.gov.au/immunisation/Publications/a3-childhood-schedule.pdf
https://www.health.nsw.gov.au/immunisation/Publications/a3-childhood-schedule.pdf
https://www.health.nsw.gov.au/immunisation/Publications/a3-childhood-schedule.pdfhttps:/www.health.nsw.gov.au/immunisation/Publications/a3-childhood-schedule.pdf
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Enhancing data quality of vaccination encounters recorded 
in practice software and on AIR – tips and tricks (attached).  
Includes information on: 

 Software updates 

 Recording encounters 

 Entering history 

 Transmitting encounters to AIR 

 Common dose errors 

 Common ‘pends’ on AIR 

 Data cleaning to identify patients overdue and those with a 
pending status  

Ensure you have the updated NSW Immunisation schedule with 

lines between each age encounter. 

https://www.health.nsw.gov.au/immunisation/Publications/nsw-

immunisation-schedule.pdf 

Shoulder injury related to vaccine administration (SIRVA) 
 

SIRVA is a rare complication of incorrect vaccine administration, when 

the vaccine is given too high into the shoulder joint.  
 

This can cause shoulder pain and restricted range of movement.  
 

Diagnoses include bursitis, tendinitis and rotator cuff tears. Bursitis is the most 

commonly reported diagnosis on ultrasound. Symptoms often begin at the 

time of injection and can last from weeks to years.  
 

Correct injection technique and positioning will avoid SIRVA. See The Immun-

isation handbook factsheet here: https://immunisationhandbook.health.gov.au/

resources/publications/avoiding-shoulder-injury-related-to-vaccine-administration  

Reference: Australian Family Physician.  May 2016 

https://www.health.nsw.gov.au/immunisation/Publications/nsw-immunisation-schedule.pdf
https://www.health.nsw.gov.au/immunisation/Publications/nsw-immunisation-schedule.pdf
https://www.health.nsw.gov.au/immunisation/Publications/nsw-immunisation-schedule.pdf
https://immunisationhandbook.health.gov.au/resources/publications/avoiding-shoulder-injury-related-to-vaccine-administration
https://immunisationhandbook.health.gov.au/resources/publications/avoiding-shoulder-injury-related-to-vaccine-administration

