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Bexsero - is the gap  1 month or 2 months? 
 

The Product Information (PI) for Bexsero states there 
is a 1 month gap over 2 years of age, however the 
Australian Technical Advisory Group on Immunisation 
(ATAGI) states 2 month gap for all ages.  ATAGI 
advice always overrides the PI. 
 

What happens if a patient receives 2 doses of 
Bexsero with less than a 2 month gap? 
NSWISS recommends revaccination if there was a <8 
week interval between the 2 doses of a 2 dose 
schedule . 
 

You need to alter your Bexsero wheel. Change 1 month to 2 months. 
 

Attached are advice on what to do if you have a patient who has been bitten or scratched by a 
bat (no matter how minor or how long ago).  See attached instruction poster. 
 

Key points: 

 ABLV can be fatal and has killed three people in 

Queensland since it was first discovered in the 
1990s 

 The heat over summer and the breeding season 

is driving an increase in the number of bat-
related injuries 

 only trained wildlife carers should handle any 

species of bat 
Lyssavirus infection confirmed in Far North Queensland as bat-related injuries rise - ABC News  

COVID-19 vaccines 
 

For current information on the Australian Government’s latest developments 
on COVID-19 vaccines.  COVID-19 vaccines | Therapeutic Goods Administration (TGA)   

GSK have developed two excellent resources to assist with the correct administration 
of Bexsero and the prophylactic use of paracetamol. 

https://www.phnimmunise.org.au/news/new-air-resources-now-available-10a-report-and-data-quality-user-guides
https://www.phnimmunise.org.au/news/new-air-resources-now-available-10a-report-and-data-quality-user-guides
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2020-12-07/lyssavirus-infection-confirmed-as-bat-discovered-with-disease/12958286
https://www.tga.gov.au/covid-19-vaccines
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Vaccine Storage over Summer 
What should I do if we are closing our surgery over Christmas? 
 

 Check fridge is functioning correctly, remove dust from behind, ensure powerpoint cannot be 

accidently switched off.  (eg. cleaning or maintenance staff present over break) 

 Minimise the number of vaccines in fridge 

 Check for expired vaccines, discard and report on the NSW Vaccine Centre site. 

 Logger - a correctly functioning logger is critical for the assessment of a cold chain breach 

during the holidays. 

 Check the battery of both the logger and the min/max thermometer 

 Checking programming of the logger - 5 min intervals, run indefinitely 
 

When you return, download the logger BEFORE anyone is vaccinated with vaccines 
 

What should I do if there is a power outage during your Christmas break? 

 Leave vaccines in the fridge, there is no need to do anything until you return to the surgery 

 Ensure nobody uses or discards these vaccines before the PHU provides advice. 

 When you return, download the logger BEFORE anyone is vaccinated with vaccines 

 If a breach is found, go to our HNE website Cold Chain Breach (nsw.gov.au) and download the CCB 

reporting form, (click on the very vague ‘HERE’ in the 1st sentence), when you have collected all 

required information, email it to us at hnelhd-phimmunisation@health.nsw.gov.au 

 Please return the CCB reporting form by completing it online, saving it and attaching the saved 

pdf to an email.  This will save you an incredible amount of time in the processing or your breach. 

 contact the PHU on 49246477 if you have any questions, otherwise we will respond to you via email. 
 

The Public Health Unit can now apply thermostabilty data to vaccines exposed to a breach.  This means 

not all vaccines exposed to temperatures outside 2 - 8 degrees need to be discarded.  
 

All vaccines exposed to a breach will be assessed by the PHU, if we advise that vaccines can be kept, 

they need to be labelled with a CCB sticker with the 

date of the breach.  Ensure you have supplies of 

these labels.  Order from here: 
 

The Better Health Centre 
PO Box 672 
North Ryde NSW 2113 
Phone: (02) 9887 5450 
Fax: (02) 9887 5452 

NSW Health - changes to the NSW Vaccine Centre webpage  (1300 656 132) 

Immunisation providers in NSW with an active vaccine account number are now required to record their Medicare Provider 

numbers when ordering vaccines via the NSW Vaccine Centre webpage.  

Do clinics need to keep their adult and children prevenar13 in different baskets? 

Due to the amount of adult stock of Prevenar 13 we have been supplied by the Commonwealth (and to ensure all immunisation 
providers receive stock) we have had to place limits on the number of doses that can be ordered for adults. The adult program is 

not  time limited so the plan is that practices gradually offer the vaccine to those in the eligible cohort. 

The paediatric stock is intended for children and as the ages they receive the vaccine are limited (before they are overdue) then 

we do not want practices utilising all of their paediatric stock for adults. 

http://www.hnehealth.nsw.gov.au/hneph/Immunisation/Pages/Cold-Chain-Breach.aspx
mailto:hnelhd-phimmunisation@health.nsw.gov.au
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OBTAINING OR MAINTAINING YOUR AUTHORITY TO IMMUNISE 
 

I work for HNELHD and am interested in completed a course to authorise me to immunise. 

A limited number of scholarships are available for registered nurses and midwives currently employed by 

HNE health for the Australian College of Nursing Immunisation course. You must be willing to work in 

COVID clinics if required and available.  Ask your manager to email your request to hnelhd-

phimmunisation@health.nsw.gov.au and put the word scholarship in in the subject line. Priority will be 

given to RN’s & RM’s who will be able to assist with Covid-19 immunisation. Nurses able to assist Staff 

Health or School Immunisation Program are most likely to be able to be able to help with Covid-19 

immunisation. 

I received my immunisation authorisation in another state, can I immunise autonomously 

in NSW? 

Your qualifications must be assessed by the Australian College of Nursing, contact Rachel 

at  immunisation@acn.ed.au. This is a generic email address, make it clear in the subject line what you are asking. 

 

I am interested in working in a COVID-19 vaccination clinic in 2021, how do I know if I am 

up-to-date with my authorisation to immunise? 

There isn’t a timeframe or required number of hours that need to completed to maintain your authority. 

Consider maintaining competency to be like all other aspects of the health professionals practice in that 

individuals are responsible for only practicing within their scope of practice and for ensuring that they are 

competent to undertake the procedures and tasks that they are performing in accordance with 

professional standards. As with all other aspects of nursing the nurse immuniser needs to make the 

determination on whether they believe that they are competent and that they have maintained the skills 

required for performing the task. The onus is on the individual. You must have your annual CPR training. 

The HNELHD website has further details, including suggested activities that would assist in maintaining 

competencies in immunisation.  Please record your learning activities. Maintaining Authority to Immunise 

(nsw.gov.au)  At the foot of this website is a link (there is a link, really!) to the AHPRA Evidence Record to 

record your CPD activities and hours.  

Activities that would assist in fulfilling these requirements include: 

 Reading To the Point - To The Point Immunisation Newsletters (nsw.gov.au) (the month is the link) 

 Completing the cold chain online module ’Vaccine Storage and Cold Chain Management’  

 HNELHD Education Updates – Immunisation Education (nsw.gov.au)  

 Read Immunisation Handbook section on anaphylaxis 

 Read Immunisation Handbook section on the vaccines you are administering 

 Journal articles, media releases, faxes, online resources etc 

NOTE: the links on the HNELHD website are very difficult to discern, we would love to make them more 

obvious, however we have to abide by formatting standards. 

 

A NEW ONLINE PRACTICAL MODULE NOW AVAILABLE (FREE) - Has been developed by The 

Melbourne Vaccination  Education Centre (MVEC) MVEC eLearning: Vaccination Procedures – The 

Melbourne Vaccine Education Centre (MVEC) (mcri.edu.au) We have reviewed this module and it is 

excellent, with video of procedures and quizzes to reinforce learning.  This would be perfect to refresh 

current immunisers and a great start for new immunisers or those who have not been hands on for a 

while.  

Please note this is a Victorian module.  For advice and reporting of adverse events contact your 

local PHU on 1300 066 055 

mailto:hnelhd-phimmunisation@health.nsw.gov.au
mailto:hnelhd-phimmunisation@health.nsw.gov.au
mailto:immunisation@acn.ed.au
http://www.hnehealth.nsw.gov.au/hneph/Immunisation/Pages/Maintaining-Authority-to-Immunise.aspx
http://www.hnehealth.nsw.gov.au/hneph/Immunisation/Pages/Maintaining-Authority-to-Immunise.aspx
http://www.hnehealth.nsw.gov.au/hneph/Immunisation/Pages/Immunisation-To-The-Point-Newsletters.aspx
https://nswhealth.seertechsolutions.com.au/public_content/HETICP/HETI/CCMWebv3/story_html5.html
http://www.hnehealth.nsw.gov.au/hneph/Immunisation/Pages/Immunisation%20Education.aspx
https://mvec.mcri.edu.au/mvec-elearning-vaccination-procedures/?utm_source=rss&utm_medium=rss&utm_campaign=mvec-elearning-vaccination-procedures
https://mvec.mcri.edu.au/mvec-elearning-vaccination-procedures/?utm_source=rss&utm_medium=rss&utm_campaign=mvec-elearning-vaccination-procedures


 

 4 

To the Point  
HNELHD Immunisation Newsletter, December 2020 

New AIR resources now available - 10A report and data quality user guides 

Two new resources are now available to support providers using the AIR. The resources focus on using 

the 10A Due and overdue report to assist practices follow up individuals due or overdue for vaccinations 

and a data quality guide.  

November 2020 AIR Enhancements (attached) 

Vaccination providers will be able to view, record and remove an Additional Vaccines Required (AVR) 

indicator for individuals who may require additional vaccines because they are considered medically at 

risk or part of a special risk group.  Eg, premature infants. 

PneumoSmart Vaccination Tool (immunisationcoalition.org.au)  

The PneumoSmart Vaccination Tool is finally up and running and will make 

your decisions around what pneumococcal vaccines to give  very easy. 

Try it out.  The name you enter is not linked to anyone, you can put yourself in 

and try some different scenarios.   

If the patient has received previous vaccines, just tick which one, Prevenar 13, Pneumovax 23 OR both and when the recommendations 

appear, look for the box that matches what previous vaccines your patient has had. 

ATAGI CLINICAL ADVICE ON CHANGES TO VACCINE RECOMMENDATIONS AND FUNDING FOR PEOPLE 

WITH RISK CONDITIONS FROM 1 JULY 2020  

atagi-clinical-advice-on-vaccination-recommendations-for-people-with-risk-

conditions-from-1-july-2020_0.pdf (health.gov.au)  

Appendix. Risk conditions for 

which meningococcal, pneumococcal and Haemophilus influenzae type 

b vaccines are recommended  - this table lists the risk groups who 

require extra doses of pneumococcal, meningococcal and Hib vaccines. 

This factsheet  

has two 

excellent tables 

to assist with 

providing 

optimal 

protection for 

your patients 

with risk 

conditions.   

Table 2. Catch-up schedule for 13vPCV for all 

children with any medical condition(s) 

associated with an increased risk of invasive 

pneumococcal disease, aged  < 5 years  

SCHOOL VACCINATION RECORDS 

School vaccination records for any 2020 Year 7, Year 8, Year 10 or Year 11 student who completed their 

immunisation course in a HNE high schools will be added to the Australian Immunisation Register (AIR), 

no later than March 2021. 

All students were given a record of vaccination on the day they were vaccinated. 

Students who did not complete their course in 2020, will be offered catch-up at school in 2021 and their 

records added to the AIR soon after the school visit as a new reporting system will be in place in 2021. 

https://immunisationcoalition.org.au/pvt/
https://www.health.gov.au/sites/default/files/documents/2020/06/atagi-clinical-advice-on-vaccination-recommendations-for-people-with-risk-conditions-from-1-july-2020_0.pdf
https://www.health.gov.au/sites/default/files/documents/2020/06/atagi-clinical-advice-on-vaccination-recommendations-for-people-with-risk-conditions-from-1-july-2020_0.pdf
https://www.health.gov.au/sites/default/files/documents/2020/06/atagi-clinical-advice-on-vaccination-recommendations-for-people-with-risk-conditions-from-1-july-2020_0.pdf
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PRODA - new access to AIR 

Updated information now available regarding access to the Australian Immunisation Register 30 November 2020.   

 

The Services Australia website has been updated to include information for different immunisation providers and 

organisations about accessing the Australian Immunisation Register (AIR).   

This new information aims to assist providers in self-servicing when creating their PRODA account for access to the 

AIR and includes advice on how to link a PRODA account to the AIR.  
 

Visit the Services Australia website for further information.  PRODA (Provider Digital Access) - Services Australia  

Please find attached a factsheet that lists enhancements to the AIR relating to the 
Additional Vaccines Required (AVR) indicator that have now been implemented, provided 
for your information. 

Also, please note that COVID-19 vaccine will be considered an AVR and that the Australian 
COVID-19 Vaccination Policy includes the following wording: “COVID-19 vaccination will be 
free for all Medicare-eligible Australians and all visa-holders, excluding visa sub-classes 771 
(Transit), 600 (Tourist stream), 651 (eVisitor) and 601 (Electronic Travel Authority).” 

To the Point  
HNELHD Immunisation Newsletter, December 2020 

PRODA FAQs 

Q Do Registered Nurses with an individual PRODA number require delegation from a doctor to 

access HPOS? 

A Yes,  it’s in their interest to delegate access to you to the AIR.  Information can be found in these 

documents.   

Accessing-AIR-using-PRODA-Organisations-User-Guide-July-2020-V1-0.pdf (phnimmunise.org.au)  

Accessing-AIR-using-PRODA-Individuals-User-Guide-July-2020-V1-0-3.pdf (phnimmunise.org.au)  
 

Part 3 of the Individuals User Guide has information on Why should I delegate my HPOS access? 
 

Q we are constantly having trouble logging on to the AIR using our PRODA account. It appears to be 

an internet issue.  

A try using a different browser such as Chrome.  If that doesn't work the PRODA team would be 

happy to assist, proda@servicesaustralia.gov.au 1800 700 199 
 

Q How will hospital workers & HNELHD staff access the register? 

A EMR (electronic medical records) is being transitioned to be able to upload direct from the medical 

records onto the AIR by 1 June 2021.  In the interim, each ward/CHC will require staff to be delegated 
access by the parent organisation in your LHD - so you will be able to access in your area once you have 
a PRODA account and your parent organisation delegated access rights.  
 
To create an individual account see PRODA (Provider Digital Access) - How to register for 

an Individual account - Services Australia .  Please retain your Registration Authority (RA) number.  

 

The process of delegating access rights for your parent organisation is still 
underway — more information next year—there is no action to do for your hospital 
or CHC at the moment.  

https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/organisations/business/services/proda-provider-digital-access
https://www.health.gov.au/sites/default/files/documents/2020/11/australian-covid-19-vaccination-policy_1.pdf
https://www.health.gov.au/sites/default/files/documents/2020/11/australian-covid-19-vaccination-policy_1.pdf
https://www.phnimmunise.org.au/assets/resources-public/Accessing-AIR-using-PRODA-Organisations-User-Guide-July-2020-V1-0.pdf
https://www.phnimmunise.org.au/assets/resources-public/Accessing-AIR-using-PRODA-Individuals-User-Guide-July-2020-V1-0-3.pdf
https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/organisations/business/services/proda-provider-digital-access/how-register-individual-account
https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/organisations/business/services/proda-provider-digital-access/how-register-individual-account
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Childhood immunisation coverage data for the period 1 October 2019 to 30 September 2020 is now available  at Department of Health | 
Australian childhood immunisation coverage, 1 October to 30 September cohort, assessed as at 31 December 2015  

 

To the Point  
HNELHD Immunisation Newsletter, December 2020 

 
HNELHD IMMUNISATION WEBSITE - what is it useful for? 
 

Remember the live links are very hard to see, just hover your cursor over where you think 

they should be to find them, you may be surprised what you find  

 
Home Page - Immunisation (nsw.gov.au)  
 
Report a cold chain breach - Cold Chain Breach (nsw.gov.au)  
 
Catch-up vaccinations - Catch-Up Vaccination (nsw.gov.au)  We have 5 generic catch-up 

templates for individuals with nil evidence of previous vaccinations. 

For children < 10 years of age who have received some previous vaccinations - use the AIR 

catch-up calculator - Catch-up Calculator | The Australian Immunisation Handbook 

(health.gov.au)  

For children immunised overseas - Overseas Vaccinated Children (nsw.gov.au)  

My very favourite link which should be the only tool you need to help decide what pneumococcal 

vaccines to give is the PneumoSmart Tool  

Our To the Point Newsletters may be able to answer your questions - To The Point 

Immunisation Newsletters (nsw.gov.au), again the links are vague, the Month at the beginning is 

the link. 

Education Sessions to brush up on your Immunisation knowledge ready to do COVID 

clinics - Immunisation Education (nsw.gov.au)  

Tetanus Advice Card - for Tetanus-Prone Wounds  

https://www1.health.gov.au/internet/main/publishing.nsf/Content/cda-cdi4002p.htm
https://www1.health.gov.au/internet/main/publishing.nsf/Content/cda-cdi4002p.htm
http://www.hnehealth.nsw.gov.au/hneph/Immunisation/Pages/Immunisation.aspx
http://www.hnehealth.nsw.gov.au/hneph/Immunisation/Pages/Cold-Chain-Breach.aspx
http://www.hnehealth.nsw.gov.au/hneph/Immunisation/Pages/Catch-Up-Vaccination.aspx
https://immunisationhandbook.health.gov.au/catch-up-calculator/calculator
https://immunisationhandbook.health.gov.au/catch-up-calculator/calculator
http://www.hnehealth.nsw.gov.au/hneph/Immunisation/Pages/Overseas-Vaccinated-Children.aspx
https://immunisationcoalition.org.au/pvt/
http://www.hnehealth.nsw.gov.au/hneph/Immunisation/Pages/Immunisation-To-The-Point-Newsletters.aspx
http://www.hnehealth.nsw.gov.au/hneph/Immunisation/Pages/Immunisation-To-The-Point-Newsletters.aspx
http://www.hnehealth.nsw.gov.au/hneph/Immunisation/Pages/Immunisation%20Education.aspx
http://www.hnehealth.nsw.gov.au/hneph/Immunisation/Documents/A4_size_tetanus_advice_card.pdf

