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Seasonal Influenza Vaccination 2019 
 

The NSW health website, below has all the details regarding the 2019 Influ-
enza Program. https://www.health.nsw.gov.au/immunisation/Pages/flu.aspx 
 
Government-funded influenza vaccines will start to become available from mid-
April 2019. GP practices may pre-order online. 
 
As private vaccines are now available, there are some important changes this year 
not yet reflected in the online Australian Immunisation Handbook.  The tables be-
low are on the NSW Health website and should be followed. 
Reminder—the hardcopy of the Australian Immunisation Handbook is obsolete and 
should not be referenced. Use the online version AIH . Save to your favourites. 

https://www.health.nsw.gov.au/immunisation/Pages/flu.aspx
https://immunisationhandbook.health.gov.au/contents


Expired Vaccines 

We have been receiving reports of the administration of expired 
vaccines.  This may increase the risk of reactions if a vaccine 
needs to be repeated.  It may also lead to loss of confidence in 
your practice and staff, and if not identified may mean a patient 

believes they have immunity, when they do not. 

Particular risks include pregnant women, as there is no data on 
repeat vaccination for these patients and for patients travelling 

overseas. 

If expired vaccines are administered: 

 Contact the immunisation Team on 49246477 to discuss re

-vaccination options. 

 Some steps to take to avoid administration of  expired  

vaccines. 

 Clinical staff administering vaccines MUST observe the 5 
R’s of drug administration, checking expiry date is part of 

this procedure. 

 Ensure rotation of stock which includes checking expiry 

dates. 

 Do not over-order vaccines 

 Embed procedures in you facility to prevent reoccurrence. 

Measles is about! 

NSW has had 25 cases measles cases since December 2018. Re-
cent Sydney cases include a man in his 20s who was infectious 
while staying at a Sydney Backpackers Hostel & a primary school 
student. Multiple venues were visited by both measles cases whilst 

infectious. Both cases were infected in Sydney. 

Outbreaks of measles in popular tourist destinations, including Phil-
ippines & Japan, means the risk for measles being imported into 

Australia remains high.  

Please offer MMR to any person considered non-immune to mea-
sles.  A primary course consists of 2 doses 1 month apart. MMR 

can be given  the same day as other live vaccines or 1 month apart. 

MMR vaccines are funded in NSW for all unvaccinated individuals 
born during or after 1966. Do not provide scripts– you have the 

vaccine in your fridge. 

Europe  WHO Europe reports 82 596 people contracted measles in 
2018. Measles killed 72 children and adults in the European Region 

in 2018  

Madagascar According to WHO figures, there have been more 
than 68,000 cases of the measles in which 553 deaths were con-
firmed and another 373 suspected from measles since the outbreak 

began in September 2018.  

Philippines Between 1 January and 14 March 2019, 21,396 mea-
sles cases including 315 deaths were officially reported through the 

routine surveillance system. 

What evidence do healthcare workers and students need to be compliant with the Occupational Assessment, 

Screening & Vaccination Against Specified Infectious Diseases policy?  

https://www.health.nsw.gov.au/immunisation/Pages/oasv-FAQ.aspx#d2  

https://www.health.nsw.gov.au/immunisation/Pages/oasv-FAQ.aspx#d2
https://www1.health.nsw.gov.au/pds/ActivePDSDocuments/PD2018_009.pdf

