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Vaccine Storage in HNELHD facilities 

HNELHD Immunisation   
Contact Details: 
49246477 (Newcastle) or 

67648000 (Tamworth) then 
press 1, 1 

New Email: 

hnelhd-
phimmunisa-
tion@hnehealth.nsw.gov.au   

Please use this new email 
address for any immunisa-
tion queries.  This enables 
the team to respond in a 
timely manner, even when 
staff are on leave. 

Immunisation calls and 
emails are answered by the 
immunisation officer on call. 

HNELHD facilities that store vaccines will be aware of  documents 

sent in August regarding vaccine management  & storage including 

a self audit & new temperature graph.  (attached in case you 

missed this) 

 

The Vaccine management and Storage Self Audit Tool includes an 

entry  that states “Date of last calibration of data logger(s)” I 

confirmed with the NSW Ministry of Health that the calibration of 

your fridge data logger should be done according to the 

manufacturers instructions.  For the TinyTag logger I have attached 

instructions.  Instead of calibration the manufacturer said they can 

be tested for accuracy with an ice slurry test, as per page 24 of 

Strive for 5.   For other brands of logger, please check with the 

manufacturer. 

How do you provide evidence that the accuracy has been 

checked?   

Take photos of the logger temperature on the computer screen as 

per the attached instructions and place a sticker on the logger. 

Old HNELHD Immunisation Newsletters are available from this link 

http://www.hnehealth.nsw.gov.au/hneph/Immunisation/Pages/

Immunisation-To-The-Point-Newsletters.aspx 

If you have access to the Australian Immunisation Register (AIR) you will 

be able to check the immunisation status of any person in Australia 

whose encounters have been registered.  Eg.  Zoster, Pneumovax 23, 

influenza, tetanus etc.  How do I obtain access to the AIR - check out the 

old editions of the HNELHD newsletters, the contents are below for the 

last few. 

1 July: Getting ready for the AIR, Health advice re. Zika virus, 
Computerised vaccine fridge logger is now mandatory, New NSW Health 
webpage for Immunisation Providers, Antimicrobial resistance, Vaxtracker 
results 
 

7 May: No Jab, No Pay, Vaccines administered overseas, How to notify 
ACIR a child is on catch-up, Influenza 2016, Vaxtracker 2016, 18 mth DTPa 
 

15 April: Influenza 2016, Egg allergy and vaccination, Latex in influenza 
vaccines, In the news, Recording vaccines administered to pregnant 
women, Summary of changes to the NSW Immunisation Schedule 
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Expansion of ACIR to become AIR 
from 30 September 

www.immunise.health.gov.au/internet/immunise/publishing.nsf/Content/expansion-registers 

On some practice software, the 4 yr old Infanrix IPV  is defaulting to dose 1, 
check ALL dose numbers when documenting encounter. 
Remember that the 18 mth DTPa needs to be entered as dose 4 and NOT dose 1. 
Phone ACIR to: 
 Clear pending encounters 
 Change dose numbers (ensure dose numbers are correct initially) 
If entering overseas encounters – use ‘other’ to enter vaccines 
 When entering overseas encounters don’t guess what’s in unfamiliar 

vaccines, try googling it or contact the PHU 
 Use generic vaccines whenever the brand name is not known, or unsure. 
 Don’t assume what is listed as overdue is accurate!! 

Issues with ACIR encounters 

http://www.immunise.health.gov.au/internet/immunise/publishing.nsf/Content/expansion-registers


Zoster Vaccine – Veterans access available now 

 Shingles (Zoster) Program commences 

 1 November 2016 

Immunisation providers will play a key role in increasing the uptake of the 

shingles vaccine in their eligible patients. Take the opportunity to promote 

and raise awareness of the Zostavax® vaccine for 70 to 79 year olds in 

readiness for the program commencing from 1 November 2016. 

By mid-October the Commonwealth will launch resources including a 

healthcare professional information sheet, consumer brochure and poster.   

It’s important to be familiar with the latest Zoster chapter in the online 

version of the immunisation handbook, it has recently been updated.  We will 

send a special edition of To the Point shortly that addresses administration 

issues. 

Updated Zoster chapter in Australian Immunisation Handbook 

This is an expensive vaccine and has proven to be effective in reducing both 

the incidence of disease and post-herpetic neuralgia. 

(PHN).  

Don’t forget to use your recall/reminder systems to 

identify eligible patients.  Utilise resources provided by 

the Commonwealth and  drug companies to educate 

patients regarding this vaccine.   Consider the best way for your practice to 

facilitate vaccination of this cohort.  Eg. clinics, similar to flu clinics. 

Can be obtained on authority script if the patient fits the criteria below: 

 Holds a Gold Card. 

 Is 80 years old or less ( Apparently will approve for older patients if pushed 

– no documented clinical benefit vs placebo) 

 Not previously vaccinated 

 No active Zoster infection in the last 12 months 

 Not immunocompromised 

 Has history of Chickenpox – does not need to be documented history, 

verbal OK. 

http://www.health.gov.au/internet/immunise/publishing.nsf/Content/Handbook10-home~handbook10part4~handbook10-4-24


 

Here is a link to an excellent article you might like to 

share with parents who are or were previous 

objectors to vaccination.  It is a story from a unique 

perspective, a mum who grew up in a family who 

were never vaccinated. 

http://www.vaccinestoday.eu/yourstories/growing-up-
unvaccinated/ 

 

http://www.courts.sa.gov.au/CoronersFindings/Lists/Coroners%20Findings/Attachments/620/

ASTON%20Marjorie%20Irene.pdf 

RACGP position statement: The use of secure electronic 

communication within the health care system. 

The RACGP has responded to a coronial enquiring into the warfarin 

related death of an elderly patient due to lack of timely communication 

between specialist and GP.  The link below is to the coroners findings. 

Click here for link to statement 

The NCIRS has links to online updates of The Australian 

Immunisation Handbook. And the National Immunisation schedules 

A set of slides is provided to summarise the latest changes to the 

handbook.   

The hardcopy version of the handbook is now out of date and immunisation providers 

need to be aware of these changes. 

http://ncirs.edu.au/provider-resources/presentation-tools/australian-immunisation-handbook-10th-

edition-whats-new/ 
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