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 The latest round of amendments to the AIH are extensive so 
we have attached a summary to this email.  Below are some 
of the changes that are more frequently encountered. 
 
 Hepatitis B - there have been changes to intervals 

between doses of Hepatitis B, optimal gaps should be 
aimed for, however smaller gaps are acceptable on ACIR. 

 If the 1st booster dose of DTPa vaccine recommended at 
18 months of age (dose 4) is given after the child is 3.5 
years of age, the 2nd booster dose recommended at age 
4 years (dose 5) is not required. 

 There is now a requirement to shake the vial or pre-filled 
syringe prior to administration. 

 Some travel vaccine minimum ages have be altered, both 
up and down. 

 New information has been included on: 
 4 valent meningococcal conjugate vaccine (4vMenCV) 
 MenBCV—Bexsero 
 Japanese Encephalitis 
 Poliomylelitis for travellers 
 Vaccination of immunocompromised persons 
 Stem cell transplant patients 
 Upper age limit for when children require 2 doses of 

inactivated influenza vaccine if receiving for the first 
time has changed 

 Number of doses of annual influenza vaccine required 
in persons with immunocompromising conditions has 
changed 

 Persons at increased risk of complications from 
influenza infection for whom vaccination is 
recommended expanded to include individuals with a 
BMI ≥40 and individuals with chronic liver disease.   
Therefore free for these individuals. 

 Co-administration of 23vPPV and Zostavax is 
acceptable 
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Changes to the Australian 
Immunisation Handbook (AIH) 

● ● ● 

Check out our new 

website.  The links 

previously on the 

right-hand side are 

now located at the 

bottom.  The link to 

the ACIR is a little dif-

ferent—click on  

LOGON at the top 

right, then scroll 

down and click on 

LOGON again further 

down. 

● ● ● 

www.hnehealth.nsw.

gov.au/hneph/

http://www.hnehealth.nsw.gov.au/hneph/immunisation/Pages/Immunisation.aspx
http://www.hnehealth.nsw.gov.au/hneph/immunisation/Pages/Immunisation.aspx


Newly funded vaccines 

The Government will provide $26.4 million over four years for a range of activities de-
signed to improve immunisation coverage and further reduce the incidence of vaccine 
preventable diseases in the Australian community 

 broadening immunisation data collection to record all school-based adolescent vac-
cinations 

 providing incentives to health providers, including to General Practitioners, to pro-
vide catch up vaccinations to children who are overdue for immunisation 

 providing a community awareness campaign to increase awareness of the National 
Immunisation Programme and dispel myths about immunisation 

 
 
 
The Government will also provide $161.8 million over five years from 2014-15 for new 
and amended listings under the National Immunisation Programme (NIP), which include: 

 Diptheria, Tetanus and Acellular Pertussis (DTPa) vaccine for the prevention of 
Diptheria, Tetanus and whooping cough for children aged 18 months from 1 January 
2016 

 Zostavax vaccine for the prevention of shingles for 70 year olds, including a five year 
programme to provide 71-79 year olds with an opportunity for a catch up vaccination, 
from 1 November 2016. 

 
 
 
 
An adult vaccination register will be established to record all adult vaccines provided un-
der the NIP from 1 September 2016. Establishing the adult register will assist with the 
monitoring of safety, quality and delivery of vaccinations to the adult population.  This 
will enable the capture of doses of Zostavax administered from the commencement of 
the program. 

Proposed changes to include all of life vaccinations 
on an Australian Immunisation Register 

Proposed changes to expand the Australian 
Childhood Immunisation Register (ACIR) and the 

School-based Register 



From 1 January 2016, subject to 

the passage of legislation, 

immunisation requirements already 

in place will apply to children of all 

ages for:  
 

 Child Care Benefit 

 Child Care Rebate 

 Family Tax Benefit - Part A end 

of year supplement 

 

Conscientious objection will be 

removed as a reason for a vaccination exemption. This means that parents 

with children who are not immunised and do not have a medical exemption 

will not be able to access these payments.  Exemptions for approved 

medical reasons will continue to apply. 
 

Proposed changes to immunisation 

requirements 

Next steps 

 Read about strengthening immunisation 

for young children on the Department 

of Social Services website 

 Read more about the current require-

ments for immunising your children 

 Read more news for families 

http://www.humanservices.gov.au/customer/services/centrelink/child-care-benefit
http://www.humanservices.gov.au/customer/services/centrelink/child-care-rebate
http://www.humanservices.gov.au/customer/services/centrelink/family-tax-benefit-part-a-part-b
https://www.dss.gov.au/our-responsibilities/families-and-children/benefits-payments/strengthening-immunisation-for-young-children
https://www.dss.gov.au/our-responsibilities/families-and-children/benefits-payments/strengthening-immunisation-for-young-children
http://www.humanservices.gov.au/customer/subjects/immunising-your-children
http://www.humanservices.gov.au/customer/news/families

