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Merry Christmas and Happy New Year
from the HNE PHU Immunisation team

TOPICS

e Cold chain over Christmas

e Current NSW Immunisation schedule

e Japanese Encephalitis Virus vaccine recommendations

e COVID-19 Vaccination recommendations




Cold chain over Christmas
We anticipate storms and potential power outages over the

Christmas period. Be prepared and
know your plan!

g Managing a Cold Chain Breach

Check and record vaccine fridge temp twice daity

If temperatures have gone below 2°C OR above 8°C
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Download the Cold Chain Breach Reporting For

ACTIONS
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« THEN return the following completed forms to Hunter New England PHU by email to
HNELHD-PHImmunisation@health nswgov.au

Reporting Form
of the cold chain breach. Preferably attached the *live” data logger file. That is the colour file that you

chart
d Chain Breach reporting form “Attachments Required”
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cine Centre.

Please Note:
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1 - Check and record vaccine fridge temperatures twice daily when your service is open.
Ensure you download and review your datalogger when your service reopens prior to administering any vaccines!
If temperatures have been below 2 degree Celsius or above 8 degree Celsius you need to report this as a cold chain breach.

Report form is on our website under Cold Chain Breach Information for Health Professionals | HNE Health (nsw.gov.au)



https://www.hnehealth.nsw.gov.au/our_services/population-health/immunisation/information-for-health-professionals

The Current NSW Immunisation schedule October 2023 is pink and
blue

nsw-immunisation-schedule.pdf

NSW Immunisation Schedule AWk
Updated October 2023 NSW
Vaccines funded under the National Immunisation Program
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Japanese encephalitis virus vaccination

Japanese encephalitis vaccination - Japanese encephalitis virus (nsw.gov.au)

Japanese encephalitis virus (JEV) is transmitted to humans and other animals by the bite of infected
mosquitoes. A number of pig properties have recently been identified with JE virus infection. Pigs are
important in JEV transmission because pigs develop high levels of viremia sufficient to infect
mosquitoes (amplifying host).

The Japanese encephalitis vaccine is safe and effective for people aged 2 months and older.
Vaccination is recommended for those at the highest risk of catching Japanese encephalitis.


https://www.health.nsw.gov.au/immunisation/Publications/nsw-immunisation-schedule.pdf
https://www.health.nsw.gov.au/Infectious/jev/Pages/vaccination.aspx

Once fully vaccinated, it can take between 2 to 4 weeks for your body to develop a protective
immune response to the disease, so if you’re eligible, you should get vaccinated as soon as possible.

Vaccination

There are two safe and effective vaccines for JE:

1. - Imojev: Live attenuated vaccine given by subcutaneous injection. Primary course is one
dose. Registered for use in people aged >9 months.

2. - JEspect / Ixiaro: Inactivated Japanese encephalitis vaccine given by intramuscular
injection. Primary course is two doses. Available for use in infants and children aged >2
months, immunocompromised people, and pregnant women.

Who is eligible for a free Japanese encephalitis virus vaccination?

NSW Health has expanded access to JE vaccine - refer to Information on people recommended to be
vaccinated against Japanese encephalitis for the most current advice.

COVID Vaccination recommendations

Review the Australian Immunisation Handbook and the National Centre for Immunisation Research
and Surveillance COVID-19 vaccines: Frequently asked questions (FAQs)

COVID-19 vaccines: Frequently asked questions (FAQs) | NCIRS



https://www.health.nsw.gov.au/Infectious/jev/pages/vaccination.aspx
https://www.health.nsw.gov.au/Infectious/jev/pages/vaccination.aspx
https://ncirs.org.au/covid-19/covid-19-vaccines-frequently-asked-questions-faqs?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=2023%20-%20End%20of%20year%20Weekly%20Jab&utm_content=2023%20-%20End%20of%20year%20Weekly%20Jab%20CID_701f40f620d8c2c1fc45fd4e6ce9c484&utm_source=eDM&utm_term=COVID-19%20FAQs
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