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Welcome 

For the comfort of others, please 

turn phones and pagers to silent 

mode 

Thank you 
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Australian Government direct communication to 

Å ALL providers 

Å Families of children registered on the ACIR affected by these 

changes 

Websites 

Å Immunise Australia - www.immunise.health.gov.au  

Å Department of Human Services - www.humanservices.gov.au 

 

Fact sheet  

Strengthening Immunisation for  

Australian Children 

More information  

http://www.immunise.health.gov.au/
http://www.humanservices.gov.au/


Whatõs happening 
http://www.health.nsw.go

v.au/publichealth/infectio

us/index.asp  

Diseases from wild animal contact 

.Recently, there have been two cases of tularemia reported from Tasmania following contact with 

sick possums. This brings to three the number of confirmed cases in Australia caused by the 

bacterium Francisella tularensis. While this is an extremely rare disease, it shows that collection of 

history of wild animal contact is important to aid diagnosis. 

Pertussis 

Outbreaks have been reported in New Zealand and Western Australia recently. 

Measles 

Three confirmed cases have been associated with people returning from the rugby World Cup after 

an extended holiday. 

Bali 

Ongoing reports of rabies indicate the importance of avoiding animal contact (especially dog and 

monkey) particularly as Bali has become a popular óSchoolieô destination. 

Arboviral disease 

There have been 9 Barmah Forest and 4 Ross River Virus notifications in the past month. With the 

recent heavy rainfalls, mosquito numbers can expect to increase making mosquito bite prevention 

the best advice. Arboviral disease should be suspected when abrupt onset arthralgia and/or 

myalgia occurs.  

http://www.health.nsw.gov.au/publichealth/infectious/index.asp
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Of the 8.8 million child deaths in 2008, 1 in 5 were due to pneumonia. 

Pneumonia kills more children under 5 than any other illness in every region of the world. 

Exclusive breastfeeding for the first 6 months of life results in 15-23% reduction in childhood pneumonia. 

Vaccinations such as the Hib and Pneumococcal vaccines result in a 49% reduction in pneumonia infections. 

  

What can you do? 

  

http://worldpneumoniaday.org/  

  

This World Pneumonia Day, how about you Facebook a link to the above site, tweet your support, read the stories about pneumonia 

or give $10 to provide one child with a lifetime of protection. 

  

Make a donation on the GAVI Alliance website and ask your friends and family to do the same. 

  

https://everychild.gavialliance.org/SSLPage.aspx?pid=265  

  

Or donate to your preferred development organisation such as World Vision, Compassion or Oxfam. 

  

Watch the "Faces of Pneumonia" documentary for a look at the differences between pneumonia outcomes for children in Finland and 

Kenya 

http://www.facesofpneumonia.com/  

  

Write to your local Federal member and ask that support for health (esp pneumonia prevention & treatment) is increased in Australia's 

overseas aid budget. 

  

Where I have worked in the Pacific Islands, pneumonia is always the leading cause of hospital admission and is the major health 

challenge for kids. Malaria, TB, HIV, Gastro are all bad but nothing is as damaging to families as pneumonia. 

  

Peter Massey 

World Pneumonia Day 

http://worldpneumoniaday.org/
https://everychild.gavialliance.org/SSLPage.aspx?pid=265
http://www.facesofpneumonia.com/


http://www.ncirs.edu.au/immunisation/coverage/estimates/index.php 

 

Thiomersal ï fact information sheet from WHO 

 

http://www.who.int/immunization/newsroom/thiomersal_information_sheet/en/index.ht

ml  

- Questions and answers - 

http://www.who.int/immunization/newsroom/thiomersal_questions_and_answers/en/in

dex.html  

The documents cover issues relating to the use of thiomersal in vaccines including 

why it is used; evidence regarding safety; and WHO's position.  
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Whatõs happening 

"ACIP Likely to OK Flu Shots for Egg-Allergic Patientsñ  CIDRAP  

(http://www.cidrap.umn.edu/cidrap/content/influenza/general/news/jun2411alle 

rgy.html) (06/24/11) Roos, Robert 

"Vaccines Protect the Youngest Babiesñ  New York Times  

(http://well.blogs.nytimes.com/2011/06/28/vaccines-protect-the-youngest-babies/) (06/28/11) 

Bakalar, Nicholas 

"Swine Flu Vaccine Safe in Pregnancy: Studyñ  Reuters Health Information Services  

(http://www.reuters.com/article/2011/06/29/us-swineflu-pregnancy-idUSTRE75S7 

OT20110629) (06/29/11) McCook, Alison 

France 14,025 

Germany 1,343 

Italy 174 

Spain 2,607 

Switzerland 597 

Indonesia 3,851 

Australia 107 

New Zealand 101 

China 9,559 

Philippines 7,302 

Nigeria 15,796 

Canada 619 

USA 187 

Egypt 449 

Measles to 

date 2011 

http://www.wh

o.int/immuniza

tion_monitorin

g/diseases/me

aslesreportedc

asesbycountry

.pdf  
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Whatõs new? 

http://www.health.nsw.gov.au/resources/publichealth/immunisation/programs/p

df/prevenar13_info.pdf  

from the Victorian Immunisation website 

http://www.health.nsw.gov.au/resources/publichealth/immunisation/programs/pdf/prevenar13_info.pdf
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 Pneumovax 23 
 

Recommendation not to revaccinate  (TGA 2011) 
 

Laboratory analyses of batch N3336 to date have not detected any problem related to vaccine 

manufacture or handling.  

Preliminary analysis demonstrates:  

Å178 adverse reactions reported, of which 169 are injection site reactions (ISRs). This compares to 

63 adverse reactions reported to end April in 2010 and 34 to end April 2009.  

Å57 of 178 adverse reaction reports are from Batch N3336 used in NSW and ACT.  

Å82 of the 169 ISRs are severe reactions including cellulitis, extensive swelling from shoulder to 

elbow and/or abscess.  

ÅThere is a preponderance of second dose (revaccination) reactions. Of the 82 severe reactions, 44 

are second dose, 22 are first dose and in 15 cases it is unknown at this stage whether it was a first or 

second dose.  

 

The Australian Technical Advisory Group on Immunisation (ATAGI) is currently reviewing the place of 

Pneumovax23 in the National Immunisation Programme.  

This alert is not applicable to use of the 7-valent pneumococcal conjugate vaccine Prevenar.  

 

Recommendations  

Health practitioners are advised not to administer Pneumovax 23 vaccine to 

patients who have previously received a dose of Pneumovax 23 until 

completion of a review of this matter by the TGA and ATAGI is completed.  



http://www.theaustralian.com.au/news/health-

science/fluvax-to-include-a-seizure-

warning/story-e6frg8y6-1226205404229  
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Category  Vaccination strongly recommended but not limited to 

individuals with the following clinical conditions  

Pregnancy At any stage of pregnancy 

Cardiac disease  Cyanotic congenital heart disease  

Congestive heart failure  

Coronary artery disease  

Down syndrome (whether cardiac involvement or not)  

Chronic Respiratory 

disease*  

Severe asthma (for which frequent hospitalisation is 

required)  

Cystic fibrosis  

Bronchiectasis  

Suppurative lung disease  

COPD  

Diabetes and other 

metabolic disorders  

Type 1 diabetes  

Type 2 diabetes  

Chronic metabolic disorders  

Renal disease  Chronic renal failure  

Chronic Neurological 

Disease*  

Hereditary and degenerative CNS diseases* (including 

cerebral palsy)  

Seizure disorders  

Spinal cord injuries  

Neuromuscular disorders  

Immune impairment  Immunosuppressive therapy due to disease or treatment 

(including leukaemia, cancer or transplantation)  

Asplenia or splenic dysfunction  

HIV infection  

Long term aspirin therapy in 

children >6mths to 10 yrs  

These children are at increased risk of Reye syndrome 

following influenza infection  

Haematological disorders  Haemoglobinopathies  

Influenza 

vaccination 

2011 

http://www.who.int/en/
http://www.who.int/en/
http://www.who.int/en/


Issues with Quirks 

Medisafe Fridge 



Why do we vaccinate? www.who.int/en/  

www.immunize.org/reports/  

http://www.who.int/en/
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Global needless disease 

Å 29,000 children <5yrs (21 each 
minute) die every day, mainly from 
preventable diseases  

Å 2.5 million <5yrs deaths currently 
prevented through immunisation 
annually  

Å Another million deaths could be 
prevented by new vaccines against 
rotavirus diarrhoea and 
pneumococcal disease 

Å Nearly 23.5 million children <1yr are 
still not fully immunised every year 

 

 



Australian immunisation success 



Australian immunisation success 

http://www.health.gov.au/internet/publications/publishing.nsf/Content/CA25774C001857CACA2577FF00791B8A/$File/cdi34suppl.pdf

